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fame reaſon: likewiſe 


ly perſeverance 
Us d an abſtinence from 

; a8 well; as from all e 
s the intemperate and vo- 
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Habituates her votaries to undergo thoſe auſtere 
ceremonies which their religion obliges them 
id of all which is, that by theſe 
ne bn eee 


be there obtained, if it 


which >: th 


eee . ee . 
gry 5K invented letters and muſic — For 
call the former of the 
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„ as tis fait d, than #i{dom pointing oot 
pens ann ee eps 
Now by the former of 


- 


fa 


” 
"9 a 
4 R * 


__ 


wy > Poe 


— way — 


2 
Rm 


” rt 
ſhine 2h 


4 PLUTARGH's Thiahiſe . 


in their als.” as in a cheſt; the ac do 


cerning the Gods purified from all ſuch ae | 
ſuperſtition may have annexed to it; whilſt the holy 


habit, with which the latter of hers" adorn the ſtatues 


of theſe Deities, partly of a dark and gloomy, and partly 


of a more bright and ſhining colour, ſeems aptly enough 
to repreſent the notions, which this doctrine teaches us 
to entertain of the divine nature itſelf, partly clear and 
partly obſcure. And for as much as the Devotees of 


If after their deceaſe are wrapped up in theſe facred 


veſtments, is not this intended to ſignify, that © this 


Poly doctrine till abides with them, and that'this alone 


accompanies them in another life. For as tis not the 


length of the beard,” or 'the coarſenels of the habit 
which makes a philoſopher, fo neither will thoſe fre- 


quent ſhavings, or the mere wearing a linnen veſtment 
conſtitute a votary of ; but he alone is a true ſer- 
"vant or follower of this Goddeſs, who after he has heard, 


and been made acquainted in a proper manner with | 
the hiſtory of the actions of theſe: Gods, ſearches into 
the hidden truths which lye coticealed under them, and 
examines the whole If the IG of reaſon and phi- 


ol __ 15 e 
4. Nor in 


— eb #6 of 


igndrant of the true reaſon even of the moſt 


"rites obſerved by the Egyptian prieſts, ſuch as are their | 
_ "ſhavings and wearing Iinnen garments dome indeed 


"there are, who never trouble themſelves to thinłæ at all 


about theſe matters; whilſt others reſt -fatizhed with 
the moſt ſuperficial accounts of them ; They pays 


i pecu- 


Gn OR 


bugbe uch ans neten 0 be 
| rw wp; whilſt there-are- ſo many 
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« fleſh, but likewiſe from wearing their wooll”, —» 


<: agure bloſſom of the flax reſembles the clear and 


80 ene colour of the ethereal ſky, therefore they 


wear linnen —— whereas, the true reaſon of the 


N eee of theſe rites is but one, and . 
5 ren to all of them the extraordinary no- 


tions they entertain of cleanlineſs ; perſuaded as they 


are, according to the faying of Plato, that none but 
the pure ought to approach the pure „Now no 
ſuperſluity of our Food, or in general, no excrementi- 


tious ſubſtance is looked upon by them as pure and 


dlean; ſuch however are all kinds of wooll and down, 


our hair and our nails. It would be the higheſt abſur- 


+ 


5 


dity therefore for thoſe, who, whilſt they are in a 
courſe of Purification, are at ſo much pains to take off 

the hair from every part of their own bodies, at the 
_ ame time to cloath themſelves with that of other ani- 
mals ſo when we are told by Hefiod not to pare 

C our nails, whilſt we are preſent at the feſtivals of the 
_ * Gods”, we ought ſo to underſtand him, as if he de- 
ſigned hereby to inculcate that purity, with which we 
wengi to come prepared, before e enter upon any re- 
ligious duty, that we have not to make ourſelves clean, 


whilſt we ought to. be occupied in attending to the 
ſolemnity itſelf Now with regard to flax, this rings 
up immediately out of the immortal carth itſelf; and 


"| pt only produces a fruit fit for food,” but moreover - 


% 


ET fur- 


"= 3 ebe le therefore they think | 
« ib their duty, not only to abſtain from eating their 


They are continually mourning for their Gods, | 
* therefore they ſhave themſelves” . The light 


5 Gs of the year, and ict in Ut dealt Tabject, 25% Bid, 


to produce or nouriſh vertain: but more bf Us in 1 
| ry Ming, whith thay ted 46 the 
: of the abovet d excremerititious fb- | 
| that, on n is gecbufk, they abfiain not oa) oil = 
moſt ſorts 6 0 from tut 0 'bot 4 
Wa in th cir inidte Wien pa tions, they even ff 
exclude alt from all their kals —as well indeed f — 
maby other reaſon, But eſpecially, becatiſe it Prov | 
F i petites, add Inches 'them to eit more thith : bo 


iſe Would. For chat lt is ac counted impüre, 
 becaule, as | s Aritagorts tells us. many tle inſ608 ler 
ike nk, it, whilſt it * 


| him eiitifely froth Urinking ecke { 
1 pute 4080 polluted by reaſon of the Crocodlles 1 

bee fone eaten; (for chere — Wai 1 
=. Egyptians have in greater yenefdrion'thanthe ne 
5 Pot becaiſe its waters are obſerved to be partie & 
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ME ꝛ0rta part may not oppres and weigh | 
* domn the more. diving and immortal one. 
j 4 The prieſts of the Sun at Heliopolis never carry 
T_ any wis into their temples, lookin ypon it as very 
. E for thoſe who are devoted to the ſetvice of 
| themſelves in drinking, hilft they 
are hate inſpection of their Lord and 
King—-Thoſe indeed of the other Deities are not alto . 
when ſcrypulous.in this point, making uſe of it, tho* 
paringly, unleſs at ſome of their more ſolemn purifi- 
© - cations, when they totally abſtain from this liquor, 
giving .themſclves up wholly to ' ſtudy and n 
+ tion, hearing. and —— thoſe truths which repard 


Daria. 


1 


3 Even. their Kings themſelyes, as 


em according to a certain meaſure preſcribed 1 the 
| d books, as we ate told by Hecataeus : and it is 
1 but fince the reign of P/ammetichus, that even this cuf. 
1 tom bas been introduced. For before that time 

1 and if they made uſe of it at 

any time in, their Libations to the Gods, it was not be- 
gene they looked upon, it, as in its own nature accepta- 
34 wle to them; but. they poured it upon their altars, as 
"= the. blood of thoſe, enemies who 3 had fought 
them. For they look upon the vine to have 
firſt;ſprang qu at. of the earth, after it was fattened with 
 he.carhaſſs of bat, who Eil in the yars againſt che 
Gods. And. this, ſay they, is the reaſon, why drinking 
i nice in great quantities makes men mad and befide 
themſelves, filling them as it were with the blood of 
; Theſe things are thus related by 
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'F protrikenv faſt of 
. Endixus in the ſecond book of his Geog en, ff . 
as he had them from the prieſts themſe EE 
As to ſea-fiſh, the Egyptians” in 7 1 
i fron) n d f tres} but dome of them from 
one fort, and ſome from another. Thus, for ir ſtance, 
the inhabitants of Oxyrynchus will not touch any that 
| have been taken with an angle: : for as they pay an ei- 
| pecial reverenceto the Pie, from whence they borrow 
their name; they are afraid, leſt perhaps the hook may 
be defiled, by having been ſome time or other employ- 
ed in catching their favourite fiſh. The H el oy 
ene in like manner abſtain from the Phagrus, or Sea- 
bream. For as this fiſh is obſerved by them to make 
his firſt appearance upon their coaſts juſt as the Milz 
begins to overflow, they pay an eſpecial regard to theſe 
voluntary meſſengers as it were of that moſt joyful 
ners The prieſts indeed entirely abſtain gem al | 
' fortsin general; and therefore upon the ninth day of 
' the. firſt month, when all the reſt of the Epypti 
| Wn by their religion to eat a fryed- fn before the 
door of their houſes, they only burn them, not taſting 
24) | them, at all—afſigning two' reaſons for this cuſtom, 
= che firſt and moſt curious, as falling in with the facred 
== | : philoſophy | of Ofiris and Typho, will be more properly 
: explained in another place; the ſecond, and indeed the 
' Hoſt manifeſt and obvious, as that fiſh is neither a 
5 Qhinty, nor even a neceſſary kind of food ſeems fo 
| be abundantly confirmed" by the writings of: Homer, || 
8 S Wilhd' bs dlicath Firwblins or 1 
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voyage, e by extreme 
cefſity—1n ſhort, they look upon the /ea as forced as 
it were out of the earth by the power of fire, and con- 
N ſequ ntly to lye out of nature's confines, they regard it 
0 notas'a part of the world or one of the elements, bur' 
|| © aa preternatural, a corrupt and morbid excrement. * 
N 8. Thus much therefore may be depended upon, 1 
that the religious rites and ceremonies of the Egypti- 
ans Were never inſtituted upon irrational grounds, ne- 
1 ver built upon mere fable and ſuperſtition, but founded 
" with a view to promote the morality and happineſs of 
1 thoſe, ho were to obſerve them, or at leaſt to 5 
||  f{erve the memory of ſome valuable piece of hift 
2 ſome of the Phenomena of nature. 
x hat abhorienes WAI the ph 
er e that this deteſtation was ow. 
ing to the loſs of Didhy, who, whilſt he was under the 
of Jfs, is ſappoſed to have fallen into the 
river and to have been drowned as he was reaching after 
ſome of them, is altogether improbable — No, the 
real occaſion of their abſtaining from this plant is, be- 
_ "cauſe it is obſerved to flouriſh moſt; and to be in its 
greateſt vigour upon the wain of the moon; as alſo, 
becauſe it is entirely uſeleſs to them either in their 
feaſts, or in their times of abſtinence. and purification; 
in the former inſtance forcing tears from thoſe who 
| make uſe of them, as in the latter it tends to encreaſe 
1 their thirſt. For much the fame reaſon likewiſe they 
r look F n the Swine as an impure animal, and to be 
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| kts milk are more ſubject to the leproſy and fuch-liks 
cutaneous diſorders - than others This cuſtom how- 
erer of abſtaining from ſwines-fleſh- is nat-abſcrved at 
all times alike ; is" wb eee 
| ance 4 year at the full af the maon, afterwards cat 
D reren 
K. eee - eee 
red eee 
ted, there being fame who look upon it, as they do ma- 
OT . 
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that in order to expaſe it.as much as badi they er 
mcted a calumn in one af the temples at Thebes full af 
_ carrles againſt their king Meinis, who firſt drew them 
of from their former frugal and parſimonious cqurſe,of 
 le—The immediate occaſion. of ſetting up this pillar 

zi reported. thus; Technatis, the father of Rocchoris lead. 
ing an army agginſt the, * e his-beggage.and © on g 
ꝓroviſion not comi to him as 2 
was hereupon K 1 eat of ſome very mean od f 
which accidentally fell in his way, after hich layi 
f dawn upon the bate turf, he. ſlept. vesy 


a this .gave him ſo great an affection to a. mean 
and. frugal diet,. as induced him to. curſe the memory | 
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9. Now the Kings af Bor- werealways taken 


If the choice however fell upon a ſoldier, he was im 
mediately 1 into the order of Priefts, and by 
them inſtrudted in their abſtruſe and hidden philoſa- 
for the moſt part involved in fable 
and-allegory, and exhibiting only dark hints and ob« 
ſcure reſemblances of the truth. And thus much even 
the prieſts thermſelves inſinuate to us in many inſtances, 
particularly in thoſe Spbimres, which they ſeem deſign · 
edly to have placed before their temples, as types af 
the uaeniginatical nature of their Theology. To this pur- 
poſe likewiſe is that inſcription, which they have en- 
graved upon the baſe of Minerva's ſtatue at-Sais, whom 


hat thy mortal ever yet been ubie to u ſcover what it 
„ In like manner the word %, (or 
as tis enpreſſed in the greek language amn) which 
is generally looked upon as the proper name of the 
Epyptian Jupiter, is interpreted by Mlanerbo the Seben- 
nite to ſignify concealment, or ſomething which is hid- 
un. Hetatarus of Abdera indeed tells us, that the Egyp- 
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reſerved. was the Pars. wiſdom 3 in le 
which appettained to religion. th 3 85 5.5 | - 1 . 

10. And a l A ce eee ente 
voyages, which have been made into this country by 
the-wiſeſt men amongſt the Greeks, by: Sol, Tbules, 


Plato, Eudoxus, Pythagoras, and, as forns fay, everi by 
Zyotrgus himſelf, on purpoſe to con verſe with the 


Prieſts —And accordingly we are: told; that Eudbrus 
was a diſciple of Chonuphis the Memphite, Solo of Sam- 
chris the Saite, and Pythagoras of Oinuphis the Heliopo- 
Ete. But none of theſe philoſophers ſeem either to have 
been more admired and in greater favour: with the 


Prieſts, or to have payed a more eſpecial regard to their 
method of philoſophiſing than this latter, who has parti- 


eakrly imitated their myſterious and ſymbolical man- 
—— 


ner in his own writings, and like them con 
 dodrines to the world in a kind of riddle, For many 
of the Pythagoric precepts co thin ſhaet-of-the 
"kicroglyphical repreſentations themſelves; ſuch for in- 
ſtance are theſe, eat not in a: chariot”, * fit not 
upon a buſhel or choenix”, * plane not a palm-tree 


C ſtir not the fire within doors with a ſword”, 


tis my opinion, I on, that when the 3 
appropriate the names of ſeveral of the Gods to parti- 
cular numbers, as that of Apullh to the unit, of Diana 


to the ff cube, tis my opinion, I ſay, that in this they 


Kr in the Egyptian temples, to ſome ceremonies: per- 
dbormad in them, or to exhibited. 
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to the duad, of Minerva to the ſeven, and of Neptune 
allude to ſomething, which the founder of their Sect 
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itſelf ſignifying Cath as we are told oy nt 9 
would derive it from the words Os and Fri, which in the 
language have that import) as 4 heart placed 
in the midft of a flaming cenſer is made uſe of by them 
0 characberiſe the heavens, which by reaſon of their 

ing eternal never are conſumed or wax old. Much 
in the ſame ſtile are thoſe ſtatues of the Judges at Thebes 
_ juſtice ought neither to be acceſſible by bribes, 
ee eee, deren. Fs ene 


T 


ſeed into thoſe round balls of dirt, which they form vn 
purpoſe, providing thereby not only a proper nidus for 


the reception OO FO ARISES 
e ee arena ener). 8 1 
11. When you hear ee e 
| lations, hich the Byyptianagine of thaw Gods, thei 
gs, their being torn in pieces, | 
many other accidents of a ſimilar nature, which are ſaid 
to have befallen them, remember what has been Juſt 
- now-obſerved, and aſſure your ſelf, that 
is thus told you is really true, or ever hap pened in fact. 
For can ĩt be „that it is the Dog himſelf, that 
'is thus reverenced by them under the name of Hermes? 
eyes e e 
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a ford: and by chis name is he EE. 


| Gods, oO how: to explain it con- 

v, i you will ſted- 
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3 13. Orbis now become king of Fey, 
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ther's fide. Tis was born upon the fourth of them, in 


the marſhes of Egypt; as Nepthys was upon the af, 
whom ſome call Teleute and Aphrodite, and others 
Nil. Now as to the fathers of theſe children, the 
two firſt of them are ſaid to have been begotten by the 


Sun; N by Mercury, Typho and Nepthys by Sauen; 


cen ſuffered themſelves to take any. 
the evening. They farther add, that Typho 


Neptlys; and that Jfs and Offris, having a mutual affec- 
Der other in their mother's s 
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and i the e Able he gave them a 


body ee eee conduct by, and Mine- 


B them in that reverence and worlhip, which they 


were to pay to the Gods; with the ſame good diſpo- 
velle | aver the relt of the world. 
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rr. as beautiful as might be, and ſet off with 8 
0 Ker of art. This cheſt he brought into Jp 
of Ueting Sao: where, after it had been much . 
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f | 9 
whole com pany, one after another, go into it, but asit 
| | Ui not ht any of them, laſt of all Oe lays himfels  ' 
donn in it, upon which the conſpirat immediately an W w_ 
5 ogeth the cover upon it, and then faſtened it NW, 
: 0 8 the outſide with nails, pouring likewiſe mei- | 33 
13 ed lead over it. After this, they carried it away to the 
1 and conveyed it to the ka by the Tanaitic | | 
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are others, who tell us that he was no more 
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Theſe things bor {og were "thus eee upon the . 
ng day of the month Athyr, when the Sun was in 3 
in the 28 year of Ofires's reign ; tho" there : 
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414. The firſt ho knen the aocident which had be- 4 
try about Chemmis ; and they immedi- 
ately acquainting the people with the news gave the 
T eee Oe e 


je city of mourning, though =, 
are of CE . 


he country full of diſquietude and perp 1 | 
of the cheſt, enquiring of every perſon the 7 
2 | F 1 
ther they knew. what was become of it, Now it ſo 

ons hes: cen ſeen what. — 4 
accqusinted her e ee "Ind dern 
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8 e e this notion | 


are very curious in obſerving} the accidental prattle 


Which they have with one another whilſt they are at 


play, (eſpecially if it be in a facred place) forming o- 
mens and preſages from it — Jjs, during this interval, 
having been informed, that Qfiris deceived by her 


_ fiſter Nepthys who was in love with him, had unwit- 


tingly enjoyed her inſtead of herſelf, as ſhe concluded 


from the melilot-garland, which he had left with her, 


made it her bufineſs likewiſe to ſearch out the 
childthe fruit of this unlawful commerce, (for her 


ſiſter, * anger of her huſband Typho, had ex- 


poſed it as ſoon as it was born) and accordingly, after 
much nokta and difficulty, by means of ſome dogs 
that conducted her to the place where it was; ſhe found 
i and bred it up ; fo that in proceſs of time it became 
her conſtant guard and attendant, and from hence ob- 
tained the name of Anubis, being thought to watch 
Nb e 0e ver - b Ader RAO 

16. At length the receiveggnore particular news of 


4 cbt, det it had: bon cacried by the wares 
of the ſea to the coaſt of Byblos, and there gently lodg- 


ed in the branches of a buſh of Tamariſk, which in a 
ſhort time had ſhot up into a large and beautiful tree, 
growing round the cheſt and enclofing it on every ſide, 
fo that it was not to be ſeen ; and farther, that the king 
of the country, amazed at its unuſual ſize, had cut the 


tree down, and made that part of the trunk, wherein 
the was concealed, a pillar of ſupport the roof 


port of Demons, ſhe immeduatly y went to \ Byblos; | 
"O's - Where 


. IAR CH Treatiſe = 


E ſhe ſaluted and careſſed in the kindeſt mantit 


1 | into them part of that wonderfully grateful odour, 
1 which iſſued from her own body. "This raiſed a great 
1 6 deſire in the queen their miſtreſs, to ſee the nger, 


Who had this admirable faculty of transfuſing ſo fra- 


grant a ſmell from herſelf into the hair and ſkin of 
other people. She therefore ſent for her to court, and 
' after a farther acquaintance with her, made her nul 


reigned at this time at Byblos, was Melcarthus,' as that 
of his queen was Afarte, or, according to others, Sub- 
A, tho ſome call her Nemanoun, which INE to'the 
we Seck name Athenats.. i 
16. If fed the child by giving it her Sober th fink: 


into the fire in order to ggnſume his mortal part, whilft 
transforming herſelf into a ſwallow ſhe hovered round 
the pillar and bemoaned her fad fate. Thus continued 
ſhe todo for ſome time, till the queen, who ſtood watch- 


out, and thereby deprived him of that immortality, which 
would otherwiſe have been conferred upon him. The 


_ pillar, which ſupported the roof, might be given her __ 
which ſhe accordingly took down, and then 
| 3 afier ſhe had taken out hee — 
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ES: where; Ftting herſelf down by the fide of a fountain? | 


ſhe refuſed to ſpeak to any body, "excepting only 8 
the queen's women who chanced to be there: theſes 


poſſible, plaiting their hair for them; and wanlmitüing 


to one of her ſons. Now the name of the king, who 


| EP inſtead of the breaſt ; ſhe likewiſe put him every night 


ing her, obſerving the child to be all in a flame, eryed | 


| Goddeſs upon this, diſcovering herſelf, requeſted that the 5 
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Vine, e ee xrfumed oil upon it, delivered it 
again into the hands of the king and queen, (Which 
pics of wood is to this day pr eſerved in the temple 
of M, and worſhipped by the Aas of Byblos.) When 
mis was done ſhe thre herſelf upon the cheſt, making 

= at the ume time ſuch 4 loud and terrible lamentation 
Over it, as frighted the younger of the king's ſons, who 
| heard her, out of his life, But the elder of them the 
| tool with her, and ſet ſail with the cheſt for Egypt; 
and it being now about morning, the river Phacdrus 
ſending forth a rough and ſharp air, ſhe in her anger 

dried up its current. 
17. No. fooner was ſhe arrived at a defart place, 
Where ſhe imagined herſelf to be alone, but ſhe pre- 

ſently opened the cheſt, and laying her face upon her 
dead huſband's embraced his corpſe, and wept bitterly ; 
but perceiving that the little boy had filently ſtolen be- 
hind her, and found out the occaſion of her grief, ſhe 
turned herſelf about. on the ſudden, and in her anger 
ye him fo fierce and. ſtern & look that he immediately 

died of the affright. Others indeed fay that his hank 

did not happen in this manner, but, as was hinted a- 

; hoye, that he fell into the ſa, and . received 
the greateſt honours, on account of the Goddeſs: for 
that that Manerus, whom the Egyptians ſo frequently 

call upon in their banquets, i is none other than this very 

boy. This relation is again contradicted by ſuch as 
tell uz that the true name of this child was Palaeſtinus, 
or Palufacs, and that the city of this name was built by 
the Goddeſs in memory of him; adding farther, that 
* Maneros above-mentioned i is thus honoured dh the 


4 PLUTAROH's Treatiſe of ES 
Egyptians at their feaſts, becauſe he was the firſt Www 
invented muſic, There are others again, who affirm © | 
that 'Maneros is not the name of any particular perſon, — | 
but a mere cuſtumary form, mn per Wh 
En: STO ſolemn feaſts and banquets, mean-" „ | 
. more by it, than to with © that what they were' 
let els prove ee e WE" + lh 
for that this is the true import of the word, In like | 
manner, ſay they, the human ſkeleton, which at 
. theſe times of jollity is carried about in a box, and ſhewn . 
do al the gueſts, is not deſigned, as ſome imagine, % 
| repreſent the particular misfortunes of Oi, but ra= 
ther to remind them of their mortality, and thereby 
to excite them freely to make uſe of and to enjoy the 
good” things which are ſet before them, ſeeing they 
muſt quickly become'ſuch as they there ſaw ; and that 
this is the true reaſon of introducing it at their ban- 
quets- but to proceed in the narration.” | | 
" 18. Jhs intending a viſit to her Hi Ons; who ws 
brought up at Butus, depoſited the cheſt in the mean 
_ While in a remote and urifrequented place: Typho how 
ever, as he was one night hunting by the light of the 
moon, accidentally met with it; and knowing the body 
which was endloſed in it, tore it into ſeveral pieces, 14 
in all, diſperſing them up and down in different parts of 
the country—Upon being made a with this 
event, In once more ſets out in ſearch of the ſcatterec 
|, Fragments of her huſband's body, making uſs of a boat 
EN 
For 
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cities with the 
that, the did this, not only to render the honours, 
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h eds: Ge, the crocodile never touches 
any perſons, who fail in this fort of veſſels, as either 


. of the goddeſs, ox, elſe reſpecting it 


on account of its having once carried her, To this oc- 


|  cafion therefore is it to be imputed, that there are ſo 
many different ſepulchres of Ofiris ſhewn in Egypt; 
for we are told, that wherever Int met with any of 


the ſcattered limbs of her huſband, ſhe there buried it. 


There are others however who contradi& this relati- 


on, and tell us, that this variety of Sepulchres was ow- 
ing rather to the policy of the queen, who, inſtead of 
the real b y, as was pretended, preſented theſe ſeveral 
image only of her huſband ; and 


which would by this means be paid to his memory, 
more extenſive, but likewiſe that ſhe might hereby 
elude the malicious ſearch of Typho'; who, if he got 


| the better of Orus in the war wherein they were going 
to be engaged, diſtracted by this-multiplicity of Sepul- 
chres, might deſpair of being able to find the true one 
Ve are told moreover, that notwithſtanding all her 
arch, In was never able to recover the privy-member 


of Oi, which having been thrawn into the Nile im- 
mediately upon its ſeperation from the reſt of the bod 


Os e 
the Oxyynebus, fiſh which of all others, for this reaſon, 
the Egyptians have in more eſpecial 


avoidance. In or. 
der however to make ſome amends for the loſs, Nr 
conſecrated the Phallus made in imitation of it, and 


 Inffituted a ſolemn feftival to its memory, which is eren 
to. me day obſeryed + acid 
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d perform? > to which hog replied, to tevenpe the : 
e injuries offered to his father and mother. He then 


becauſe, adds Orus, tho the lion be the more f.. 


| « yet is the horſe mare uſeful in overtaking and cutti 
_« off a flying adverſary”. Theſe replies much reſo 
Obi as they ſhewed him that his fon was fufficicly 
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aſked him * what animal he thought moſt ſerviceable | 
« to a ſoldier? and being anſwered *a horſe” x ls” 1 
raiſed the wonder of Ofiris, ſo that he farther delten. 
ed him, © why he preferred a horſe before 4 non? „ 


« viceable cet to one who ſtands in need of help, 


prepared for his enemy We are moreover told, that 
amongſt the great numbers Who were continually de- 
ſerting from Typho's party was his concubine Thueris, | 
and that a ſerpent purſuing her as he was coming over | 
to Orus, was flain by his ſoldiers — the memory of 
which action, ſay they, is till preſerved in he — 
which is thrown 3 allemblies, ank 
then chopt into Piece — Afterwards k c een | 
| between them, which laſted many-days ;' hut victory 
at length inclined to Orus, Typho hinlelf being taken 
priſoner. Ths however, to whoſe cuſtody he was come | 
| mitted, was ſo far from putting him to death, that ſhe | EE 
even looſed his bonds and ſet him at liberty. "This as 
ns: of his mother ſo extremely incenſed. Orut that 
ben het, xd polled of the e 
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' battles fought. between them, in 5 Which Ae | 
had the worſt, . F 
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i | 8 B n his 9 
20. Such then are the orincipal circumſtances of this 

famous ſary 6! 3 Rents OF, | 

ſuch as the cotting in pieces of Our and the behead- 

ing of Js, being omitted: and if ſuch could be ſuppoſe. iy 

A ts be the rell ſentiments of the Egyptians | 
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5 and immortality, or could it be im- 
actually believed, what thus tell 
| | in fact, I ſhould not need 
to warn you, O Cle, who are already ſufficiently averſe | bp 
: 0 ſuch impious and abſurd. notions of the Gods, 1 1 
: ſhould not need to caution you, I fay, to teſtifie your I 
f abhorrence If them, and, as Aeſehylus expreſſes it -* to. 


« ſpit, and waſh your mouth” after the recital of them 

— But this is not the preſent caſe ; nor do I queſtion. 13 

but you are ſenſible. of the difference between” this. 2 

5 y and thoſe flight and flimzy fictions, which the — 0 

' | Poets: and-ather fabulous writers, like { 
_ _ and ſpin out of their own imaginations, without having 
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more rich and powerfill amongſt the 
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any ſubſtantial ground or firm foundation. to 
: there miſt have been ſome real diſtreſs, ſome 
real calainity at the bottom as the ground work of the 
- narration — For . as Mathematicians - affure us, that 
the rainbow is nothing elſe but a variegated image of 
the ſun, thrown upon the fight by the reflexion of his 
beams from the clouds.; fo ought we to look upon 
FW 
of ſomething real, as its true cauſe— And this 
i 
ſolemn air of grief and fadneſs, which appears in their 
facrifices, as from the very form and diſpoſition of their 
temples, in one place extended into long avenues and 


far and open iſles, and in anocher finking into dark and 


gloomy. oratories, altogether reſembling thoſe ſubter- 
ranedus caverns which are alotted for the reception of 
the dead. But more eſpecially is the real foundation of 


this hiſtory confirmed Foin that general opinion which 


obtains concerning the ſepulchres of Ofris.., For there 


* 


are many places wherein his corpſe is fd to have been 


ted ; particularly, the towns of Abydus and Mem- 


true body. For this reaſon, fay oy, it is, that the 

1. 
Efron of eng Bastel M. the mer of thels ales, 
as being ambitious of lying as it vere in the fame 


$94 wht 


grave with Ofris himſelf: as to Mempbrs, its title ſeems 


to be founded in that the Ain whom they look up * 
e that city 
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very account, that it 5 near his body! 
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are both mentioned as teing in polen en of the | 
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5 1818 and OSIRTS. | mM. | 
rd Memphis, by interpretation, 5 5 A the haven 
„ 5 and that the real ſepulchre of Ofris 
lies in that little iſland which the Nile makes at Phyle; 
which iſland, ſuy they, at all other ſeaſons is in 


ad ® 
KK" 


ble; ſo that neither bird can ftay upon it, nor fiſh ſim 


near it, excepting only when the prieſts paſs over into 
i to fleminize their accuſtomed tes tothe dead, and 


to crown his tomb with flowers, which, they 


overſhadowed with the branches of a A hs 
whoſe bigneſs exceeds that of an Olive—Exdoxus in- 
deed afferts that, tho there are many pretended ſepul- 
chres of Ofiris in Egypt, the place where the true body 
3 where likewiſe he was born As to 
Taphofiris, there is no need we ſhould make particular 


muntion of ie, its very name fufficiently declaring the 
chaim it has to be the burying-place of Ofirit There 


are likewiſe other circumſtances in the Egyptian ritual, 


which hint to us the reality upon which this hiſtory 


is grounded, ſuch as their cleaving the trunk of a tree, 

their wrapping it up in linnen which they tear in pieces. 

for that purpoſe, and the libations of oil which t 
pour upon-it— but theſe I do not infiſt up- 


on, becauſe they are intermireq with fuch of their my- 


ſteries as 


may not be revealed Nor is it Oi 9 


body only, but thoſe likewiſe of the other Gods, as 


many of them as had a beginning and 
their deaths depoſited with them, and carefully pre- 


ſerved, whilſt their ſouls were tranſlated to heaven, 
| there to ſhine forthin io many fur — Thus in par- 
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Aby 5 farther, d erer ag 3 b 
kr office or employment, which each of then was ei 
aged in whilſt alive; thus they tell us that Ot was 
| General, that Canobus, (from whom the far took its 
e) was a Pilot — and that the ſhip which the 
| greeks call go, being made i in imitation” of that of 
Ofris, was, in honour bf him, turned into a conſtella- 
tion and placed near Orion and the Dog, the former, as 


hy. ee e, ſacred to Orus, the latter to . 


x, that" phe WT 


exioi 
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25. But 1 am much afraid, that to give into this 


— 


of the ſtory, will be to move things which 
expreſſes it, to declare war with all antiquity”, har 
likewiſe with whole families and nations, fully poſſeſſed = 
as they are of the divinity of theſe beings — It will be 
uo leſs than diſpoſſeffintg theſe great names of their . 
ven and bringing them down to the earth; it will be 
to hake and looſen a worſhip and faith,” that has been 
firmly ſettled in almoſt 1 eninbid eren f their 
ney © It will be to open a wide door for atheiſm 
to enter in at, and to encourage the attempts of thoſe 
hs Would humanize the divine nature ; and particu- 
- fanQion, and authority to 
1s the Meſſenian ; who from 


the impoſtures of 


mere imagination, and without che leaſt appearance of 
n ene few, my ology of 


. le oy, F 
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* Kings— and this, fays he, J found exprefily ſo fer 
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